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Why is my child receiving 
English language support?

When your child was screened and tested at the assigned school, the 

screening teacher asked you to come in for an orientation on the 

language support programs offered to English language learners 

(ELLs) in the Hicksville Public Schools. You were asked if you wanted 

your child to participate in the Transitional Bilingual Education 

(TBE) Program or if you wanted your child to remain in a classroom 

taught in English and receive English as a New Language (ENL) 

support. Regardless of the program of choice, you signed a form that 

explains the programs and that you preferred TBE over ENL only 

instruction. 



What Certifications Do English Language Learner 
(ELL) Teachers Hold?

Bilingual Teachers have a general education teaching certification with a 

Bilingual Extension license. Elementary school teacher’s with a Bilingual 

Extension have an embedded Teaching English to Students of Other 

Languages (TESOL) certification to be able to teach English as a New 

Language to their students. Bilingual teachers must be fluent in Spanish to 

teach in the Transitional Bilingual Education Program (TBE) in Hicksville. 

English as a New Language (ENL) teachers have the Teaching English to 

Students of Other Languages (TESOL) certification and are not required to 

be fluent in any language other than English to teach English language 

learners. Although some teachers may speak other languages, they teach 

completely in English and they can use a child’s home language to assist if 

they are fluent in that language.



When can my child exit from ELL status?
There are four ways an ELL can exit ELL status:

Once an ELL has exited ELL status, he or she becomes a former ELL. Former ELLs are 

entitled to receive two years of former ELL support services according to the 

Commissioner's Regulations Part 154-2 (CR-Part 154-2). To view the CR-Part 154-2, 

please visit: http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regulations-concerning-english-

language-learners-and-multilingual-learners

Grades K-12
Scoring at the Commanding/Proficient level 
on the NYSESLAT 

Grades 3-8

Scoring at the Expanding/Advanced level on 
the NYSESLAT and 3 or above on the NYS 
English Language Arts (ELA) assessment in 
the same year 

Grades 9-12

Scoring at the Expanding/Advanced level on 
the NYSESLAT and 65 or above on the 
Regents Exam in English in the same year 

ELLs with Disabilities

An alternative method of assessment will be 
used to determine language proficiency 
(pending approval) 

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regulations-concerning-english-language-learners-and-multilingual-learners


What is the process for identifying if a child is an 
English Language Learner (ELL)?

The ELL identification process is an intricate process that requires 
knowledge of the Commissioner's Regulations Part 154-2 and cultural 
responsive training. Our ENL teachers are trained in completing the 
process. The following steps are taken in addition to sub-steps to identify 
whether or not your child is an ELL:

Step1. SCREENING - HOME LANGUAGE QUESTIONNAIRE
Step2. SCREENING - INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEW OF STUDENT
Step3. INITIAL ELL IDENTIFICATION ASSESSMENT – NYSITELL
Step4: PARENT NOTIFICATION OF ELL IDENTIFICATION DETERMINATION
Step5: PARENT ORIENTATION FOR NEW ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
Step6: ELL PROGRAM PLACEMENT

To view the entire process, please visit 
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/bilingual/ellidchartrev.pdf

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/nysitell-and-nyseslat-parent-guides
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/bilingual/ellidchartrev.pdf


What language support programs are offered to English Language 
Learners (ELLs) in the Hicksville Public Schools?

Hicksville Public Schools offer the following programs to ELL students:

Program Description

Transitional Bilingual Education
Kindergarten – 3rd Grade

Created to transition home language (Spanish 
only) skills to learning English 

ENL Stand Alone
Kindergarten through 12th Grade

Created to provide focused instruction for 
entering and emerging ELL students

ENL Integrated
Kindergarten through 12th Grade

Created to support ELLs during content taught 
in English only



What are the goals of a 
Transitional Bilingual Education Program? 

(TBE)

The goal of a TBE Program is to provide students with the opportunity to

transition to a monolingual English classroom setting without additional

supports once they reach proficiency. Even though the amount of English

instruction students receive will increase over time, in a TBE program, there

will always be home language instruction/supports allowing students the

opportunity to develop bilingually.



What does a
Transitional Bilingual Education Program

offer my child?

Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) programs offer students of the same

home language the opportunity to learn to speak, understand, read, and write

in English while continuing to learn academic content in their home

language. The students’ home language is used to help them progress

academically in all content areas while they acquire English.



In what language will my child learn in a 
Transitional Bilingual Education Program?

Students  receive part  of  their  instruction in English and part  in the  

home/primary  language,  but  the curriculum  is  the  same  as  in the  non-

bilingual  classes.  Students  develop literacy and content  knowledge  in math,  

science,  language  arts,  and social  studies  in both languages  depending  on 

the  program  model.  A bilingual  and biliterate  child is  able  to  listen,  speak,  

read,  and write  in both English and the  home/primary language.  Skills  in  one  

language  transfer  to  the  second  language.  When  a  student  has  strong 

literacy  skills  in the  home/primary  language, those  skills  transfer  to the  

second  language. 



How will I be informed of my child’s English 
language acquisition development?

The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test

(NYSESLAT) is given to all students who are identified as English Language

Learners (ELLs) and Multilingual Learners (MLLs). The purpose of the NYSESLAT is

to annually assess the English language proficiency level of ELLs and MLs enrolled

in Grades K–12 in New York State schools. The test gives the state, schools,

parents, and teachers important information about the English language

development of ELLs and MLLs in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in

English.



What are the English proficiency levels 
measured by the State?

The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement 

Test (NYSESLAT) Performance Levels describe what ELLs should be 

able to do at each of the five performance levels. 

Entering

Emerging

Transitioning

Expanding

Commanding



Entering
A student at the Entering level has great 

dependence on supports and structures to 

advance academic language skills and has not yet 

met the linguistic demands necessary to 

demonstrate English language proficiency in a 

variety of academic contexts (settings). 



Emerging
A student at the Emerging level has some 

dependence on supports and structures to 

advance academic language skills and has not yet 

met the linguistic demands necessary to 

demonstrate English language proficiency in a 

variety of academic contexts (settings). 



Transitioning
A student at the Transitioning level shows some 

independence in advancing academic language 

skills, but has yet to meet the linguistic demands 

necessary to demonstrate English language 

proficiency in a variety of academic contexts 

(settings). 



Expanding
A student at the Expanding level shows great 

independence in advancing academic language 

skills and is approaching the linguistic demands 

necessary to demonstrate English language 

proficiency in a variety of academic contexts 

(settings). 



Commanding
A student at the Commanding level has met the 

linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate 

English language proficiency in a variety of 

academic contexts (settings).  He or she is not an 

ELL, but will receive two additional years of 

support as a Former ELL.



How much instruction will my child receive in English and in 
Spanish in a Transitional Bilingual Education Program?

The chart provided by the 

New York State 

Education Department 

illustrates how much 

content is taught in 

Spanish and in English 

based on the progress 

ELLs make in acquiring 

English proficiency.



How are the standards taught in a 
Transitional Bilingual Education Program?

The Next Generation Learning Standards guide the curriculum taught in the 
Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) Program and in every classroom. The 
following materials are used to teach the standards in a TBE classroom:

Content Materials
Home Language Arts Descubre- Santillana

Estrellita (Kindergarten)
Reading A-Z
Libritos de Practica de Fonética
Benchmark Education

English Language Arts/English as a New Language Reading Street
Words Their Way
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom

Math Into Math

Science Oneida Herkimer Madison Science

Social Studies Putnam Westchester Social Studies

To view the Next Generation Learning Standards, please visit: https://www.engageny.org/next-generation-learning-standards

https://www.engageny.org/next-generation-learning-standards


What are the New Language Arts Progressions?

The New Language Arts Progressions (NLAP) focus specifically on the needs of English 

Language Learners. The New Language Arts Progressions are aligned with the emerging 

research that has called for the integration of content and language in new language 

development (Chamot, 2009; Coyle, Hood, & Marsh, 2010; Echevarria, Vogt, & Short, 

2012). The idea behind integrating content and language is that new language 

development happens most successfully when learners are engaged in authentic content-

specific tasks from the very beginning of their exposure to the new language. That is, 

when provided appropriate scaffolding, language learners can start developing language for 

academic purposes at the same time that they are developing basic communication skills 

in their new language (Walqui & Heritage, 2012).

Please note- the NLAP are currently being revised to being aligned with the Next 

Generation Learning Standards (NGLS). To view the Home Language Arts Progressions and 

the New Language Arts Progressions, please visit: Bilingual Common Core Initiative (BCCI)

https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-bilingual-common-core-initiative


What are the Home Language Arts Progressions?

The Home Language Arts Progressions (HLAP) focus on the learning of Language Arts content in 

the home language. In this way, the Home Language Arts Progressions parallel the skills that are 

focused on in English Language Arts classrooms. The Home Language Arts Progressions are 

organized into productive and receptive language components. However, they differ from the 

New Language Arts Progressions in that there is a stronger focus on literacy development.

Please note- the HLAP are currently being revised to being aligned with the Next Generation Learning Standards (NGLS). To view 

the Home Language Arts Progressions and the New Language Arts Progressions, please visit: Bilingual Common Core Initiative 

(BCCI)

https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-bilingual-common-core-initiative


Resources for Parents of 
English Language Learners

Ensuring Success for English 
Language Learners

A Guide for Parents 
of ELLs in NYS

ELL Language 
Proficiency Review

Parent Guide to NYS Next 
Generation Learning 

Standards

Classroom Practices for 
Multilingual Learners

Click on the link below each picture 
for helpful resources.

file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cjsuarezlovett%5CDownloads%5C2017_08_17_ELL_what_parents_should_know_brochure.pdf
https://youtu.be/giDdbkF8bZs
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